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Overview of Platform

1.Examination of file structure

Me lecturing here is less illustrative than you exploring.
So, connect to your site via FTP and poke around and 
follow along so you can get your bearing. 



Core - Drupal in the most rudimentary sense
(the bare platform)



includes - various PHP functions for secondary tasks: 
cron, cache, menu, path (URL), adding modules, etc.



misc. – icons, a few tangential scripts



modules - key functionality (walkthrough them)
Modules for your site don’t go here. Only core goes here.



Modules that you install should go at:
sites/all/modules



profiles - installation profiles (related to intitial setup)



scripts - scripts for checking syntax, cleaning up code, 
running Drupal from the command line etc.



sites – very important!
Content for your site goes here



sites/default/files



sites/themes
Default themes – themes for your site should not go here



Themes you use should go at:
sites/all/themes
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Drupal Vocab

Administration Section: Control panel
Blocks: ‘chunk’ of content (i.e. linkroll)
Content types: Templates. For custom publishing workflows.
Core: Base platform (your site happens ‘within’ this)
Menus: Navigation
Module: Plug n’ play functionality. Interdependent tools.
Node: A piece of content
Reports: Internal diagnostic (dblog module in core)
Permissions: Anonymous / authorized / admin
Site Maintenance: Online/Offline
Taxonomy: Tags, important 
Theme: Skin for a theme, design/layout, CSS (front end)
Upgrade Script: PHP update, when replaced modules with newer versions
Users 1: Main admin account. (Tied to initial setup)
Views: Served content

<demo all of the above>
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Administration Section - Drupal’s control panel
admin 



Add a node - it couldn’t be much simpler
-node/add
-page



This workflow is not fixed though - connects back to content types

These workflows can be designed and customized, the default 
flexibility is quite limited but with content types (and more mod-
ules) you can develop custom workflows. We’ll start work with 
this soon.



OK, this is admittedly quite dry, and probably overwhelming, 
but all of this basic navigation will be second nature within the 
next week or so. Each of these admin menus will scale up in 
complexity once we start adding content and more modules. 

Let’s step away from this minutia and look at a case study



http://www.whitehouse.gov/



What would a prestigious public facing office like the White 
House require from a CMS?

What ‘content types’ can you identify within this site?

How effectively does the site handle photo and video content?

Given the depth of the site, how intuitive is the navigation?

Overall, what aspects or functionality of this site do you consid-
er successful and unsuccessful?



http://vimeo.com/7669508



Exercises:

1. Go to the ‘Basic Orientation’ page and work through the exercises.


